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NAOFILbHEFEKLY
By Michaela Seah

My impression of Japan is that it’s charming. Japan is a country rich with history. A
country overflowing with natural and cultural beauty. Tsuchuria reflects all of these
qualities. My host student’s house was very traditional and her family was very
welcoming. They showed me around the city and | fell in love with the comfortable and
homely aesthetic. Because | like video games they took me to the arcade and the mall
demonstrating the perfect balance of urban and greenery that is Tsuchuria. One of my
favorite memories was when | attended school. At first, | was nervous, | was told that
Japanese students were ever so studious and tidy. | was scared | would not meet their
expectations, but | was pleasantly surprised. The students were loud, loose, and fun
loving. Seeing that kids were the same no matter the country was relieving, enabling
me to fully enjoy Japanese school life.

Temples are the cathedrals of Japan, grand and of full of cultural background. Nikko
was my favorite because of its serene location and how it displays Japan’s unique
architecture. Although the Kinkaku-Ji (the golden temple) and the Ryoan-Ji (the one
with the rock garden) are crowded with tourists, they are both worth going to and are
truly works of art. The Asakusa temple is huge. It is more like a marketplace where you
can buy souvenirs and food for fair prices. Since it is crowded and there is no shade it is
very hot, fortunately, they sell ice cream.

On our way to Kyoto, I quickly discovered the absolute treasure that is vending
machines. What really makes the vending machines special besides the delicious
drinks or snacks, was that they are everywhere. This adds to the general charm. | loved
our stay in Kyoto, the hotel was culturally unigue and surprisingly comfortable since
we slept on the floor. The city of Kyoto itself is more urban then expected but overall
wonderful. From Kyoto, we went to Himeji Castle and the Deer Island. | especially
loved how sneakily Himeji castle was built, the hidden traps how it was near
impossible to invade. The deer island had the best Okonomiyaki, and one of the most
beautiful sceneries.

Lastly, was energetic Tokyo. | personally love busy cities like Tokyo, skyscrapers and
neon lights are one of the reasons | love traveling. After seeing a more traditional Japan,
we got to discover a different type of culture. Pop culture. When my host family took
me to Harajuku | was thrust face first into the youth of Japan, their clothes, and their
interests. Although there still is a “kawaii culture” it has died down. According to my
host student, American streetwear is the newest trend, all denim, and graphic tees. The
anime shop and the arcade was all | could hope for. Busy and full of things I can spend
my money on, exactly what I love about cities like Tokyo.

As | waited in the Haneda Airport for the plane to Japan, | was excited and had high
expectations for what | was about to experience. And Japan did not disappoint.
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NaOF7IL FHEIERFELY
By Peter Buenrostro

My first trip to Tsuchiura, Japan

Our visit was wonderful! The first day after we arrived, Tsuchiura City Staff
welcomed us in Tokyo and took us through the Tokyo Edo Museum, the Temple at
Asakusa, and the Tokyo Sky Tree. Amazing! At the Welcome Party in Tsuchiura that
night we were honored to meet Mayor Nakagawa, the City Officials, the City Hall
Staff, and the host families. The speeches, the delicious food, and every smiling face
made us feel very welcome.

We saw as much of Japan as possible. Every trip taught us more about Japanese
culture, history, and national pride. Every day in Tsuchiura was special. Our visits to
the Middle Schools and High School were educational and fun. It is easy to see why
the principals, teachers, and students are proud of their schools. Each school,
classroom, and club was impressive! | think our Palo Alto students looked smarter in
school uniforms! We watched experts make soba noodles and ate the noodles that we
made. A Zen Master led us through a Zen meditation session and then we enjoyed a
traditional tea ceremony. The local scenery is beautiful and the city of Tsuchiura is
modern. We all had a great time. We are grateful to everyone for preparing for our
visit, welcoming us into your homes, taking us everywhere, and showing us that
Japan and Tsuchiura are truly amazing. We look forward to seeing you again in Palo
Alto and in Tsuchiura.

Thank you for being our Sister City!
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